his precious manuscript of unparalleled artistic quality contains fourteen miniatures, never before published all together. Prior to its acquisition by The Cloisters in 1969, the book belonged to a private collector. Because it was carefully hidden and known only through poor photographs, nobody had actually been able to study it. When it appeared for sale, the painter of the miniatures was thought to be Jean Pucelle. No other artist seemed to have been capable of this high standard, and the delightful, small book was bought as a late work by him. Research done since then has shown that Pucelle was probably not the enlumineur. Nevertheless, the manuscript is one of the most outstanding productions of the royal workshops during the first half of the fourteenth century.
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